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Playhouse Square announces
2025-26 Broadway in Akron Series
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Cleveland, OH — (March 25, 2025) Playhouse Square announced today the four shows that will make up
the 2025-2026 Broadway in Akron series, presented in collaboration with The University of Akron and
E.J. Thomas Hall.

The 2025-2026 season includes: THE BOOK OF MORMON (September 30 - October 1, 2025),

ELF THE MUSICAL (November 11 - 12, 2025), MRS. DOUBTFIRE (January 20 - 21, 2026), and
Meredith Willson’s THE MUSIC MAN (February 18 - 19, 2026). All performances will take place at E.J.
Thomas Hall on the campus of the University of Akron.

This season represents ten years of Playhouse Square's involvement in programming the Broadway in
Akron series. Over this past decade, the number of season tickets for the Broadway in Akron series has
increased more than 220%, and the 2024-2025 season now holds the single-season attendance record
with more than 20,000 guests for the four shows presented.

“Reaching the tenth anniversary of Broadway in Akron is a testament to the incredible season ticket
holders who have been with us every step of the way,” said David Greene, Senior Vice President of
Programming at Playhouse Square. “It's been a decade of remarkable performances and stories that
have touched our hearts. We are thrilled to continue sharing the magic of Broadway with Akron
audiences for years to come.”

The new season lineup features a range of performances, including contemporary comedy, family-
friendly entertainment, and a Broadway classic. The season kicks off in late September with
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THE BOOK OF MORMON. Winner of nine Tony Awards, this musical is one of the most successful
shows in Broadway history, breaking the Eugene O’Neill Theatre house record more than 50 times.
Following that, ELF THE MUSICAL spreads holiday cheer in November with an all-new production
direct from Broadway. It’s the hilarious and heartwarming tale of Buddy, who embarks on a journey to
New York City and, in turn, helps the Big Apple rediscover the true meaning of Christmas.

Continuing the series in January 2026, MRS. DOUBTFIRE is a feel-good family comedy, based on the
beloved film, bringing a hysterical and heartfelt story about holding onto your loved ones against all
odds. And finishing out the season is Meredith Willson’s six-time Tony Award-winning musical,

THE MUSIC MAN, a classic Broadway musical that tells the charming and endearing story of a con
artist who attempts to scam a small town, only to fall in love with the local librarian and change his
ways.

Season ticket packages range from $80 - $365 each and are the only way to guarantee seats to all four
shows not only at the absolute lowest price but also in the best locations. A three-month payment
option is available for all packages. Complimentary parking is included for certain packages.

In addition, Broadway in Akron season ticket holders enjoy benefits like easy ticket exchanges and pre-
sale or discount offers to select events at both E.J. Thomas Hall and Playhouse Square.

Those looking to purchase or renew season ticket packages can visit
https://playhousesquare.org/akron. Representatives are also available by phone at 216-640- 8800
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

On-sale dates for individual shows on the series will be announced at a later date. More information is
available at https://playhousesquare.org/akron.

The 2025-2026 Broadway in Akron Lineup Includes:

THE BOOK OF MORMON
September 30 - October 1, 2025
https://thebookofmormontour.com

The New York Times calls it “the best musical of this century.” The Washington Post says, “It is the kind
of evening that restores your faith in musicals.” And Entertainment Weekly says, “Grade A: the funniest
musical of all time.” Jimmy Fallon of The Tonight Show calls it "Genius. Brilliant. Phenomenal." It's

THE BOOK OF MORMON, the nine-time Tony Award®-winning Best Musical. Contains explicit
language. For more information, visit TheBookOfMormonTour.com.

ELF THE MUSICAL
November 11 - 12, 2025

ELF THE MUSICAL, inspired by the hit film, is the hilarious and heartwarming tale of Buddy, a young
orphan child whose life is changed forever when he mistakenly crawls into Santa’s sack of toys one
Christmas Eve. When he discovers he is human, Buddy embarks on a journey to New York City to find
his birth father and, in turn, helps the Big Apple rediscover the true meaning of Christmas. This all-new
tour, based on the acclaimed 2024 Broadway production, was hailed by The New York Times, which
said, “The show has CRACKED THE CODE OF ALL-AGES COMEDY, the kind that will leave children
and grown-ups equally helpless with laughter,” and celebrated in The New Yorker, “It's enough to MAKE
YOU BELIEVE IN THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS.” This modern-day holiday classic, says The Daily
Beast, “is a gift for kids and adults, and a very ‘sparklejollytwinklejingley’ night out!"
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MRS. DOUBTFIRE
January 20-21, 2026
https://mrsdoubtfirebroadway.com

Everyone’s favorite Scottish nanny is headed to Akron in this internationally acclaimed hit musical
critics call “wonderful, heart-warming, and laugh-out-loud funny” (Manchester Evening News) and “a
feel-good, family-friendly comedy that delivers” (The Hollywood Reporter). Based on the beloved film,
MRS. DOUBTFIRE tells the hysterical and heartfelt story of an out-of-work actor who will do anything

for his kids. It's “the lovable, big-hearted musical comedy we need right now,” raves the Chicago
Tribune — one that proves we’re better together.

Meredith Willson’s THE MUSIC MAN
February 18 —19, 2026

There's trouble in River City when a fast-talking salesman gets his heart stolen by the town librarian.
Meredith Willson's six-time, Tony Award-winning musical comedy THE MUSIC MAN follows fast-talking
traveling salesman, Harold Hill, as he cons the people of River City, lowa, into buying instruments and
uniforms for a boys' band that he vows to organize — this, despite the fact that he doesn't know a
trombone from a treble clef. His plans to skip town with the cash are foiled when he falls for Marian, the
librarian, who transforms him into a respectable citizen by curtain's fall. Featuring songs such as
"Seventy-Six Trombones," "Trouble," "Til There Was You," "Pickalittle” and "Gary, Indiana," THE
MUSIC MAN is a family-friendly story to be shared with every generation.

HitH
Media assets for each of the new season titles can be found here.

For further questions or to arrange an interview with Playhouse Square leadership; please contact
Leigh Ann Andreani at leigh.andreani@playhousesquare.org or 216-640-8561.

Playhouse Square, the nation’s premier home for touring Broadway, is a globally recognized arts
district. A not-for-profit presenter and producer of performing arts experiences, Playhouse Square is a
champion of arts education and the vitality of downtown Cleveland. It proudly serves as home to eight

resident companies: The City Club of Cleveland, Cleveland Ballet, Cleveland International Film
Festival, Cleveland Play House, Cleveland State University Department of Theatre and Dance, DANCE
Cleveland, Great Lakes Theater, and Tri-C JazzFest
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